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Next Six Months Critical
for Citizen Involvement
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Make Sure Your Voice is Heard!
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State of Idaho Wants
Comments on Draft Human
Health Risk Assessment
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❑ provide information to aid in developing
cleanup criteria.

Draft Human Health Risk
Assessment Now Available for
Public Review and Comment

Public Meeting - August 8th
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You’re Invited to a
Public Meeting
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EPA’s Human Health Goal
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Where You Can Review
the Risk Assessment
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http://www2.state.id.us/deq/waste/
cda_hhra.htm
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Rob Hanson
Mine Waste Program Manager
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton
Boise, ID  83706
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rhanson@deq.state.id.us

Other Important Documents
Available Soon
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Other Documents: “Technical Memos”
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Document    Approximate Date

Draft Human Health Risk Assessment Now available: Comments due
(State of Idaho Lead) September 1, 2000

Draft Ecological Risk Assessment Available: September 2000
(analysis of risks to plants and animals) Comments due: October 6, 2000

Draft Human Health Cleanup Available: October 2000
Alternatives Analysis
(EPA's detailed evaluation of cleanup options
for protection of human health including analysis of
technologies and costs. To be combined with the
Ecological Alternatives Analysis to form the
Comprehensive Feasibility Study)

Draft Remedial Investigation Report Available: November 2000
(compilation of data describing nature and extent
of contamination)

Draft Ecological Cleanup Alternatives Analysis Available: December 2000
(detailed evaluation of cleanup options for protection
of plants and animals including analysis of
technologies and costs. To be combined with the
Ecological Alternatives Analysis to form the
Comprehensive Feasibility Study)

Comprehensive Remedial Investigation/ 30- to 60-day formal public
Feasibility Study comment period to be announced
(compilation of all reports described above with
public input included)
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United States
Environmental Protection
Agency

Region 10 (ECO-081)
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101
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ATSDR Needs the Help of Community Members
in the Coeur d’Alene River Basin

Why is ATSDR working in the Basin?
The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR), a federal public health agency, is
evaluating information about environmental contami-
nation in the Basin.  The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency requested that ATSDR determine
whether current levels of lead in mine related wastes
might be affecting the health of community members
in the Basin.  In May, ATSDR distributed a fact
sheet about the results of two health consultations.
Refer to the back of this page for information about
how to obtain copies of the fact sheet or the health
consultations.

How is ATSDR’s role in the Basin different from
EPA’s and Idaho DEQ’s?
Unlike EPA and Idaho DEQ, AATSDR is not a
regulatory agency. ATSDR advises EPA and DEQ
on the public health aspects of the site which are
considered during efforts to reduce risk. ATSDR
makes recommendations to EPA and other agencies
when specific actions are needed to protect public
health.

How do ATSDR health consultations differ from
human health risk assessments (HHRA’s)?
ATSDR evaluates sites to determine the possibility
of current or future health effects from past, current,
and future exposures to environmental contamina-
tion. ATSDR then takes appropriate public health
actions to follow-up with the exposed population.

EPA and/or DEQ perform a HHRA to determine
current and future exposure scenarios and possible
risks associated with these scenarios. EPA and/or
DEQ use the HHRA to decide what areas need to be
cleaned up, the level of cleanup, and what areas
should be cleaned up first.

In summary, EPA and DEQ focus on the environ-
mental contamination and what is to be done about
it. ATSDR focuses on the exposed or potentially
exposed population and recommends/performs
appropriate prevention and follow-up health activi-
ties. Working together, these agencies ensure that
people are protected from actual or potential threats
to human health from environmental contamination.

What evaluation is ATSDR currently conducting?
ATSDR is currently conducting a more extensive
evaluation, a public health assessment (PHA), to
determine whether current levels of lead in mine
related wastes might be affecting the health of
community members in the Basin. The PHA will be
available for PUBLIC COMMENT by the end of
2000.

How can the community help ATSDR?
Community participation is essential in the public
health assessment process.  One way that the
community assists ATSDR in the evaluation process
is by providing their health concerns and other
information about the environmental contamination.

Why are the community’s health concerns
important?
The health concerns that are gathered are used to
help focus the PHA process, so that the
community’s concerns can be addressed as the
evaluation is conducted and the draft report pre-
pared.

How does ATSDR gather the community’s health
concerns?
 ATSDR meets individually with community mem-
bers so that they can provide their health concerns
and any other information they might have about
contaminants released in the Basin.   ATSDR will
be available to talk one-on-one with community
members from 6-7 pm on August 8th at the
Canyon Elementary School (on Schoolhouse Loop
Rd.) ATSDR will also attend meetings related to the
Human Health Risk Assessment to hear community
concerns.

Also, community members may provide their health
concerns to ATSDR by calling the toll-free number,
emailing, or writing.  See next back of page for
details. All health concerns must be submitted to
ATSDR by September 15, 2000.

Do you have health concerns
about environmental contamination in

the Coeur d’Alene River Basin?
ATSDR will be available to talk with you
one-on-one from 6-7 pm on August 8th at

Canyon Elementary.
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Contact ATSDR via the 24 hr, toll-free number
 1-888-422-8737 (that is, 1-888-42-ATSDR):

❑ To provide ATSDR with your health concerns and any other information about
environmental contamination in the Basin.

❑ To obtain copies of the fact sheet and health consultations distributed in May 2000
or additional information about ATSDR.

❑ To be added to ATSDR’s Coeur d’Alene River Basin mailing list, so that you might
receive a copy of the draft public health assessment that will be distributed for
PUBLIC COMMENT by the end of 2000.

You may also contact these ATSDR staff directly: Richard Kauffman, Senior Regional
Representative in Seattle, at (206)553-2632, or Deborah Boling, ATSDR Health
Assessor, at (404)639-0628.

You may also provide your health concerns by:

E-mailing ATSDR:  atsdric@cdc.gov.

Or Writing: Ms. Deborah Boling, Health Assessor
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
1600 Clifton Road; Mail Stop E-32
Atlanta, GA 30333

_____________________________________________________________________________________
 Include the following information:

Name________________________________________Phone Number__________________________

Address _____________________________________City____________________________________

Please include yours and your family’s concerns about your health regarding possible exposure to
environmental contamination in the Coeur d’Alene River Basin.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Or obtain additional information about ATSDR by:
Visiting ATSDR’s Internet Home Page:   http://atsdr1.atsdr.cdc.gov:8080.


